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 PASSENGER CARRIER REGISTRATION OPTIONS
Passenger Carrier for Hire 

Common Carrier – Irregular Route 
(Vans-typically) 

Employee Hauler
(Typically Vans/Buses transporting employees to work) 

• Plate Options: 
o Passenger For-Hire
o Passenger For-Hire Perm
o Great Seal For-Hire Perm

o Great Seal For-Hire Perm
o Scenic For-Hire
o Scenic For-Hire Perm

• Plate Options: 
o Passenger For-Hire
o Passenger For-Hire Perm
o Great Seal For-Hire

o Great Seal For-Hire Perm
o Scenic For-Hire
o Scenic For-Hire Perm

VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY - IR VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY - EH 
• $50 filing fee
• $3 Operating Authority Registration fee per vehicle

• $50 filing fee
• $3 Operating Authority Registration fee per vehicle, if applicable

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS1 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS1

Bodily injury and property damage: 
• $350,000-1 to 6 passengers (including driver)
• $1,500,000-7 to 15 passengers (including driver)
• $5,000,000-16 or more passengers (including driver)

Bodily injury and property damage: 
• $350,000 — 1 to 6 passengers (including driver)
• $1,500,000 — 7 to 15 passengers (including driver)
• $5,000,000 — 16 or more passengers (including driver)

Common Carrier-Regular Route 
(Buses-typically) 

Non-Emergency Medical Transportation 
(Typically Sedans, Vans) 

• Plate Options: 
o E For-Hire Plate
o E For-Hire Plate Permanent

• Plate Options: 
o Nonemergency Medical Transportation For-Hire

VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY - PA VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY - IM 
• $50 filing fee
• $3 Operating Authority Registration fee per vehicle, if applicable

• Certificate of Fitness
• $50 filing fee
• $3 Operating Authority Registration fee per vehicle

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS1 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS1

• Passenger Carrier and Passenger Broker Bond, form OA435 or the
passenger irrevocable letter of credit, form OA447

Bodily injury and property damage: 
• $350,000 — 1 to 6 passengers (including driver)
• $1,500,000 — 7 to 15 passengers (including driver)
• $5,000,000 — 16 or more passengers (including driver)

Contract Passenger 
(Typically Limousine, Executive Sedan, Bus) 

Nonprofit/Tax-exempt Passenger Operations 
(Typically Minibuses) 

• Plate Options: 
o Passenger For-Hire
o Great Seal For-Hire
o Scenic For-Hire

• Plate Options: 
o Passenger For-Hire,
o Great Seal For-Hire,
o Scenic For-Hire

VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY - PC VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY - EP 
• Contract Passenger Permit
• $3 Operating Authority Registration fee per vehicle

• $50 permit fee
• $3 Operating Authority Registration fee per vehicle

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS1 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS1

Bodily injury and property damage: 
• $1,500,000-7 to 15 passengers (including driver)
• $5,000,000-16 or more passengers (including driver)

Bodily injury and property damage: 
• $125,000

Sight-Seeing Carriers 
(Buses-typically) 

Taxicab 
(Taxis) 

• Plate Options: 
o Passenger For-Hire
o Great Seal For-Hire

o Scenic For-Hire
• Plate Options: 

o Taxi For-Hire
o Taxi For-Hire Perm

o Clean Special Fuel Taxi For-Hire
o Clean Special Fuel Taxi For-Hire Perm

VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY - SS VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY - TC 
• Certificate of Fitness
• $50 filing fee
• $3 Operating Authority Registration fee per vehicle

• $50 filing fee
• $3 Operating Authority Registration fee per vehicle, if applicable

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS1 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS1

• $25,000 surety bond or letter of credit on file with DMV’s Motor Carrier 
Services for three years from the date your operating authority
certificate is issued

Bodily injury and property damage: 
• $350,000 — 1 to 6 passengers (including driver)
• $1,500,000 — 7 to 15 passengers (including driver)
• $5,000,000 — 16 or more passengers (including driver)

1  It is the customer’s responsibility to be aware of the required insurance coverage for the operating authority type being applied for. 
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PROPERTY CARRIER REGISTRATION OPTIONS 
 
 

 

Property Carrier For Hire 
GVWR1: 10,001 lbs. and over 

(Typically Truck, Tractor Truck, Van Truck, Pick-up/Panel Truck, Dump Truck, 
Wreckers) 

GVWR1: 7,501 TO 10,000 LBS. OR LESS 
(Typically Truck, Tractor Truck, Van Truck, Pick-up/Panel Truck, Dump Truck, Wrecker,  

and other Motor Vehicles) 

•     Plate Options: 
o    Truck 
o    Truck Permanent 
o    Tractor 

 
o Tractor Permanent 
o Tow Truck For-Hire 
o Tow Truck For-Hire Perm 

• Plate Options:  
o Truck 
o Truck Permanent 
o Tow Truck For-Hire 
o Tow Truck For-Hire Perm 

 
o   Property For-Hire 
o   Great Seal For-Hire 
o   Scenic For-Hire 
 

VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY - PR VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY - PR 
• Property carrier permit required, unless it is an exempt operation.  
• Annual $10 fee for property carriers.   

Operating Authority and for hire status is reflected on vehicle 
registration card. 

• Property carrier permit required, unless it is an exempt operation 
• Exempt from annual $10 property carrier fee   
• Are NOT required to file proof of insurance with DMV 
• Operating Authority status is reflected on vehicle registration card 

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS2  INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS2  
• $750,000 Bodily Injury and Property Damage  
• $50,000 Cargo insurance if transporting household goods  
• Must file proof of required insurance with DMV 

• $300,000 Bodily Injury and Property Damage  
• $50,000 Cargo requirements if transporting household goods   
• Must file proof of required insurance with DMV 

1 GVWR:  Gross Vehicle Weight Rating is the total weight of the vehicle, passenger’s, optional  components and cargo that the vehicle is designed to carry, as assigned by   
    the manufacturer. 
2 It is the customer’s responsibility to be aware of the required insurance coverage for the operating authority type being applied for. 

GVWR1: 7,500 POUNDS OR LESS 
(Motor Vehicle, Motorcycle, Autocycle, Moped, (and other vehicles under 7,500 lbs.) 

• Plate Options2: 
o    Property For-Hire 
o    Property For-Hire Perm 

 
o   Great Seal For-Hire 
o    Scenic For-Hire 

VIRGINIA OPERATING AUTHORITY  
• Property carrier permit required, unless it is an exempt operation 
• Exempt from annual $10 property carrier fee   
• Are NOT required to file proof of insurance with DMV 
• Operating Authority and for hire status is reflected on registration card. 

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 3,4 
   Once available to transport property: 
• $25,000 per person 
• $50,000 per incident 
• $20,000 per incident for property damage 

 Once transport is accepted, until   
 package is removed: 
• $100,000 per person 
• $300,000 per incident 
• $50,000 per incident-property damage 

In both cases above: 
• Cargo insurance not required 
• Proof of required insurance must be filed with DMV 

1 GVWR:  Gross Vehicle Weight Rating is the total weight of the vehicle, passenger’s, optional   
  components and cargo that the vehicle is designed to carry, as assigned by the manufacturer. 
2 Customers who specifically request plates without the “H” designator for GVWRs of 7,500 or 

less can be issued standard issue plates. Request must be forwarded to SSG for processing. 
3 It is the customer’s responsibility to be aware of the required insurance coverage for 

the operating authority type being applied for. 
4 Property carrying vehicles with GVWR of 7,500 pounds or less are allowed to switch between 

personal insurance liability coverage and commercial coverage once an agreement is made to 
transport, until the package is removed from the vehicle. 

 
 
 


